High-grade neuroendocrine carcinoma of the lung presenting an unusual spread mimicking pleural mesothelioma associated with dermatomyositis.
Neuroendocrine tumors of the lung comprise a heterogeneous group of tumors that represents a spectrum of disease from typical carcinoid tumors to the high-grade neuroendocrine carcinomas (large-cell neuroendocrine carcinomas and small-cell carcinomas). The high-grade neuroendocrine carcinomas are characterized by early metastasis and poor prognosis. The peripheral location and especially the massive pleural spread are rare for a high-grade neuroendocrine carcinoma. We report a case in which a high-grade neuroendocrine carcinoma, associated with dermatomyositis, presented an unusual pattern of progression, mimicking malignant pleural mesothelioma on diagnostic imaging.